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Sitting down with WSU’s own Alexis Gomez
Adrienne Lohr
Features Writer
Lohr.8@wright.edu

O

ut of the thousands of
people who auditioned
for American Idol’s 14th season, Wright State University
alumnus Alexis Gomez managed to climb her way up the
competition’s ladder, making
it all the way through to the
top 16.
Gomez has been preparing
for her Idol journey her whole
life.
“I’ve always done music,”
Gomez said. “Growing up,
my dad played in a band. He
taught me how to play, how to
sing and everything like that.
I pretty much just became a
part of a little family band as
time went on. It’s always been

a part of my life.”
Prior to Idol, Gomez spent
two summers in Nashville
playing music on the Broadway Strip, honing her skills in
little bars and songwriter venues like the famous Tootsie’s
Orchid Lounge and Bluebird
Cafe.
“This was definitely such a
great learning experience for
how to interact with the crowd

“I loved practicing
with the band and
getting in front of the
cameras.”

and be an entertainer. I think
it really helped me with Idol.”
Despite all of her experience, though, it still took Go-

mez three tries to make it on
American Idol. She attributes
her success this year to the
evolution of her confidence as
an artist. “I think when you
go in and figure out a way to
be unique and different, that’s
when you get noticed. Before,
I didn’t really set myself up for
that, and I tried to get in solely on my voice. That doesn’t
work for Idol because they
want the total package.”
Gomez’s new-found confidence combined with her
country twang won over the
judges; “Lexitos” from all over
the country banded together,
faithful to cast their votes in
Gomez’s favor. Gomez’s advancement through the Idol
circuit presented her with a
whirlwind of new experiences

that she gladly embraced.
“The rehearsal days were
the best for me,” she said. “I
loved practicing with the band
and getting in front of the
cameras. That was all new for
me, you know, looking at the
cameras and practicing when
to walk this way and when to
walk that way. It was all really

“I’m going to do
everything I can moving forward. Idol has
really helped me and
given me so many opportunities.”

fun and I learned a lot.”
While Gomez’s Idol run may
be over, her music career is

just beginning. Gomez has
already jump started the process of releasing her first EP,
and she plans to travel and
play more music wherever she
can. “I’m going to do everything I can moving forward.
Idol has really helped me and
given me so many opportunities. I just want to make sure I
take advantage of the platform
that they’ve given m.”
While Gomez hasn’t yet released an official date, she
plans to hold a welcome back
concert at her home church
in April to thank the Dayton
community for their support
during her journey.
“Everyone here has been so
supportive. Any way I can say
thanks to everyone, I want to
take every opportunity.”

2CAMPUS
EVENTS:

Wednesday, March 25
• Third Annual Kick Butts Day: 11 a.m.1 p.m. The Quad
• Spring Reading Discussion: “Whipping
Girl” by Julia Serano: 12 p.m.-1 p.m.
Women’s Center (148 Millett Hall)
Thursday, March 26
• Visiting Writers Series-Michael Earl
Craig Poetry Reading: 11 a.m.- 12 p.m.
Pathfinder Lounge, Student Union
Friday, March 27
• Project Linus: 1 p.m.- 7 p.m. Student
Union Atrium
• Chinese Martial Ars: 4 p.m.- 5p.m.
Millett Hall Atrium
Saturday, March 28
• Women’s Tennis vs. Valparaiso: 2 p.m
Dayton Center Courts
• Men’s Tennis vs. Valparaiso: 7 p.m.
Dayton Center Courts
Monday, March 30
• “Too Creative for Science”- Seminar
4:30 p.m.- 5:30 p.m. McGee Atrium
(120 White Hall) Boonshoft School of
Medicine
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Classifieds

Instagram

MATTRESSES FOR SALE: Queen Pillow-Top Mattress
Set $149. Twin-Queen Black Diamond Bedroom Groups
$399. Twin-Queen Bed Frames $39. Brand New Overstock Items!!! Call: (937) 668-5111

Photo of the Week

Dayton Pool Management is now accepting applications and hiring for pool managers, lifeguards and gate
attendants. Please apply online at: www.dayton-pmg.
com/employment/application.

COLLEGE STUDENTS WANTED! Are you
looking for a spring and summer job? Knickerbocker Pools is interviewing for the upcoming
pool season for both retail and construction. PT
and FT positions available. Send your resume to
info@knickerbockerpools.com or apply in person
at any of our six locations. Must be 18, have your
own transportation and be available evenings and
weekends. Drug free, non-smoking and EOE.
Figlio Wood Fired Pizza is hiring for Summer 2015
and Fall 2015! We are in need of bright and energetic
people to work as Servers, Hosts, Bussers, Dishers,
and Cooks in our Town and Country Location, minutes
away from Campus in Kettering.We offer a flexible
schedule, part-time employment and an upbeat, fun
atmosphere to work! Apply in person at 424 E. Stroop
Road in Town and Country Shopping Center.

Your photo could be shown here! Just include
#WSUGUARDIAN to enter and your
Instagram of WSU could be chosen for our next issue.
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REVIEW: “Insurgent” is action
packed and better than ever
Chase Coe
Contributing Writer
Coe.14@wright.edu

“I

ask.fm/mandyadvice
V

Dear Mandy,
I am looking for a job, and so is my boyfriend. My
boyfriend keeps getting all these calls back from
future employers, but I’ve heard back from nobody.
I don’t resent him, but it’s a little awkward. What
can I do?
-Joy
Dear Joy,
There is no reason to feel awkward! Showing him that
you’re happy for him could go a long way. Supporting each other-especially when it comes to careers
and jobs- could go a long way. Don’t forget that he
wants your support as much as you want his. Now, he
shouldn’t be rubbing his success in your face either,
right? If it’s a real problem, talk about it.
Love,
Mandy

nsurgent,” the follow up
to the 2014 dystopian
thriller “Divergent,” hit theaters
on March 20. The film takes
place directly after the huge revelation at the end of “Divergent.”
The all-star cast, Shailene Woodley (Tris), Theo James (Four),
Kate Winslet (Jeanine), Ansel
Elgort (Caleb) and Miles Teller
(Peter) are all back and better
than ever. Plus, there were a few
new additions: Octavia Spencer
(Johanna) and Naomi Watts (Evelyn).
This cast is phenomenal.
Normally, when I read a series
I have actors picked out in my
head that would play the roles
but these actors were perfect for
their characters.
James and Woodley make the
perfect onscreen couple. Their
chemistry is almost tangible. We
also have superstars like Winslet and Spencer. The audience
will be able to tell how dedicated to their craft they are and
how flexible they are as actress-

es. The emotion in “Insurgent”
is so raw. This cast will make the
audience feel something. That is
beautiful.
As far as book-to-movie adaptations go, “Insurgent” did very
well. I was afraid, because of the
trailers, that it would be completely different. While some aspects were changed, the root of
the story stayed intact. The directors just made the film more
‘Hollywood,’ which is understandable considering the book
was not exactly action-packed
like the film.
I actually enjoyed the changes
very much. If the film had translated word-for-word from the
book, it would not have been
as great of an experience. The
changes added suspense, emotion and obviously, more action.
There was not as much romance
as the books, which I am still not
sure whether or not I enjoyed
that. I love a good love story and
while I appreciate that the film
focused on the revolution more
heavily, Four and Tris’s love is so
important, especially with what
is to come in the next film.

“Insurgent” is a great addition to the “Divergent” series. It
follows its predecessor with an
action-packed story and breathtaking characters. The audience
will be left rooting for everyone
who is against the horrible monster that is Jeanine Matthews.
Look for that happy surprise at
the end if you absolutely loathe
Jeanine. Now all we have to do
is wait another year for the conclusion to this gripping tale.

according to
the yak

Dear Mandy,
I saw my bf erasing his browser history. I asked
what he was doing and he said maintenance but
I know he had issues with porn in the past. I’m
nervous THAT’S what he was looking at. Ugh.
-Sarah

...at Wright State

Dear Sarah,
It’s easy to jump to conclusions, but make sure to give
him the benefit of the doubt. Unless you have cold
hard proof that he’s watching “Hairy Daughter and
the Bed Chamber of Secrets” or “Star Whores,” don’t
jump to conclusions. Maybe he was really conducting
maintenance. If you accuse him of looking at porn
when he wasn’t, that could really hurt your relationship. If you don’t trust him, don’t expect him to trust
you. Don’t forget that all relationships are founded
on trust, and if you don’t have it, maybe your relationship isn’t going to work.
Love,
Mandy

Disclaimer: Ask Mandy is satirical and intended for
humorous purposes. The views and opinions reflected are
those of Mandy, not The Guardian as an organization.
facebook.com/theguardianonline

@wsuguardian
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NEWS

Air Force museum set
to close Presidential
and R&D Galleries
Hasan Abdul-Karim
Contributing Writer
Abdul-Karim.2@wright.edu

T

he National Museum
of the US Air Force announced that the Presidential and Research Galleries
will be temporarily closed
starting Oct.1. The museum
plans to move these galleries
to a new location on the Air
Force Base complex.
The current facility that
holds these exhibits is on a
controlled access portion
of the Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base. Controlled access
status means that the only
way to access the facility is
to take a special base shuttle.
These shuttles require passengers to have some sort of
government issued identification card. Unfortunately,
due to this policy, spaces on
the shuttles are limited and
traffic to this facility is low.
The Presidential Gallery
has also been taken out of
the Air Force base tour in
preparation for the move. It
is unclear whether another
exhibit will take its place.
“The new fourth building
at the National Museum of
the U.S. Air Force, which is
currently under construction, will house four major
elements of the Air Force story: the Presidential Gallery,
the Research & Development
Gallery, the Space Gallery and

the Global Reach Gallery,”
said Sarah Swan, who is part
of the Air Force museum’s
public affairs office.
The fourth building that is
in development is estimated
to be a $35.4 million facility
and will also hold two new
exhibits such as the space
and global research galleries.
The temporary close of the
two preexisting exhibits will
allow for the movement of
aircraft from the old facility
to the new one according to
the Air Force base’s official
press release.
“The new Space Gallery will
showcase the Space Shuttle
Exhibit featuring NASA’s first
Crew Compartment Trainer,” Swan said. “The Global
Reach Gallery will give us the
opportunity to house large
aircraft currently in the museum’s collection, such as the
C-130E and the C-141 Hanoi
Taxi, which airlifted the first
American POWs to freedom
from Hanoi, North Vietnam
in 1973.”
Once all of the exhibits are
moved to the new fourth
building, it is expected that
the old building will no longer be opened to the public,
but its future status is currently unclear.

Photo by Justin Boggs
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Gem City Comic-con
Andrea Schaaf
Contributing Writer
Schaaf.14@wright.edu

M

arking its 10th anniversary this spring,
the Gem City Comic Con will
open this Saturday and run
through Sunday evening at
Wright State University’s
Nutter Center. This year’s
Comic Con will feature
award winning creators and
illustrators from all over the
country, as well as activities
for those visiting the Comic
Con, such as a costume contest.
Led by owner and chair
Jesse Noble, who has been
hoping to share his passion
for comics with the Dayton
area.
“It began when I bought
about 30,000 comics, and I
needed a way to sell them,”
Noble said.
After traveling around the
country and meeting others
who shared the same passion, he realized that there
was nothing that really of-

fered a large opportunity for
meeting creators and other
collectors in the Dayton area.
Seeing a need for such an
event in our area, Noble then
created the first Gem City
Comic Con in the WSU Student Union, now ten years
ago.
Hoping for a larger turnout than last year’s Comic
Con, Noble hopes to see over
4,500 for his show this weekend. Although not as large
as some of the other comic
book shows around the
country, Noble does recognize that this is beneficial for
the comic book community
in Dayton.
“Collectors here and readers here are just fantastic.
They’re ravenous readers,”
Noble said.
Seeing a change in the
world of comic books over
the years, Noble knows that
things have been able to develop and draw attention to
them that previously had not
been a factor on their popularity.

Gem City Comic Con attendents dress up like favorite comic characters
@wsuguardian

facebook.com/theguardianonline

Photo by Leah Kelley

“All of the movies weren’t
out then. They offer classes in comics now at some
schools and on campus we
have the Comic Book League
now,” Noble said.
As they are always hoping to pull some more of the
Wright State students on
board with the rest of the
Dayton area and the Comic
Con, the students are offered
discount tickets. Reflecting
on student attendance and
how comic books have revolutionized since the Comic
Con started, Noble talked
about his high hopes for this
year’s turnout “Hopefully
this is a breakout year for
students.” Noble said.
Tickets are available at the
door. The show will feature
special guests Greg Land, Peter Bagge, Herb Trimpe, Jay
Leisten and more, throughout the weekend.

photo by

Leah Kelley

Tapingo app: Lose the
line, get the food
Olivia Rutherford
News Writer
Rutherford.24@wright.edu

I

f you’re tired of the long
lines during campus
lunch hours, the Tapingo app
could be your fast alternative
to the wait.
Since February 23, the app
has gained 800 Wright State
University customers. The
Tapingo app is free and there
is no service charge for your
orders. “We were looking at
ways that we could speed up
service and venues that tend
to take longer for food,” hospitality services director of
operations Jim Shadbourne
said.
After you have downloaded
the app to your phone, it will
ask for credit card information that it will use for your
orders. The app will accept
your campus dining plan
which will require Wright1
card information. Tapingo
is currently only available in

the App Store for iPhone and
Google Play for Android.
Each location that offers
this service will have a ‘Tapingo Order Pick-Up’ sign for
you to skip the regular line.
You will be required to verify
your order by showing your
ID.
There are plans to add
more of the campus dining
venues to the app, but for the
time being there are five dining locations on the menu:
1. Starbucks (Dunbar Library)
2. Denny’s (Hangar)
3. Zona Mexicana (Hangar)
4. Tim Horton’s (Union
Market)
5. Mondo’s Subs (C Store)
“[Some students] are, just
as class is going to let out,
are going and putting in their
order for Denny’s and by the
time you walk over there it’s
ready,” Shadbourne said.

Core concerns: Faculty
Senate discusses class
updates affecting all
Dylan Dohner
News Editor
Dohner.6@wright.edu

T

he time has come to update Wright State’s general education core, including
changes that will affect much of
the campus faculty and all students.
For students, the update will
align core courses more closely
with the state transfer module. Transitioning to and from
Wright State will be less burdensome to students. Specifics
on features that will align are
forthcoming.
Additionally, the university
wants a wider pool of elective
class options for students to
choose from.
“Currently it’s difficult for
many students, due to the various number of restrictions on
what they have to take,” said
associate professor of computer science Travis Doom. “This
many multicultural courses, this
many writing courses. Student
have to take courses that fit
multiple tags rather than having
full elective options.”
These updates are currently

being discussed by the WSU
Faculty Senate, and if approved
will undergo a year of planning.
DARS will be re-coded and advisors will be prepared and retrained. Expectations for launch
are for Fall 2016.
All of the departmental programs will have to be reconsidered in light of proposed changes to the core.
“Every four or five years, the
Faculty Senate charges a committee to look at the general education core and to determine
if it is meeting the needs of the
university and the students,”
Doom said. “And there’s always
room for improvement.”
All students that start in 2016
will fall under the new core. Students who are already in progress maintain their existing program of study unless they elect
to use the new program.
“I’m really excited about the
changes.” Doom said. “This core
definitely provides more room
for flexibility while still having
that direction that makes certain everyone gets that full enrichment.”
facebook.com/theguardianonline
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Lake Campus unveils expansion plan
Justin Boggs
Staff Editor
Boggs.59@wright.edu

A

capital improvement
plan was unveiled
Monday by Wright State
President David Hopkins for
WSU’s branch campus located in Celina as part of the
university’s Rise. Shine. campaign.
The proposal calls for the
addition of an academic
building and a recreation
complex among other improvements as part of a fivepoint plan.
Lake Campus administrator Julie Miller said that the
campus currently welcomes
over 1,200 students, roughly
200 more than what the campus was designed to hold.
Miller said with the expansion of the Lake Campus, she
expects the campus will be

able to welcome over 1,500
students.
Part of the reason the enrollment is growing is due
to new academic programs,
including nursing and business, at the Lake Campus.
“We are pretty thrilled,”
Miller said.
Miller said it will be at least
two years before groundbreaking on the new connector building, which is expected to hold the campus’
library, career services, business enterprise center and
specialized science labs.
WSU also announced the
purchase of 38 acres of land
from a family in Celina to
help the branch campus
grow its footprint.
“This is prime real estate
– adjacent to the Lake Campus – that will allow us to
grow and expand for years

to come,” Hopkins said in a
statement.
Miller said that the university would use the land to
house an advanced manufacturing center.
“It will be a teaching and
learning center for manufacturing sciences, robotics, and
maybe some of the engineering courses in manufacturing
at the facility,” Miller said.
There are also plans for an
agribusiness and food science institute on campus.
“It is one of our budding
programs we will be looking for community support,”
Miller said.
Miller said that a final cost
has not been determined for
the Lake Campus improvements, but administrators at
the campus have been asked
to raise $5 million in support
of the project.

perhaps it may not be as slim
as it should be for speedy
responses to emergencies.
“I believe that crisis communication plans need to be
useful in a quick reference
situation for the Wright State
Communications team, those
professionals who manage
crisis communications on
campus,” Bauguess said.
An incident over the summer involving an acid spill on
campus was deemed a midsized crisis, which still fit
with the model set in place.
This incident caused an evacuation of numerous campus
academic buildings for the
rest of the day, allowing the
fumes to dissipate.
Bauguess noted on Wright
State’s assurance to its students: “The university is fully
committed to hearing their
reactions and getting their
feedback on the emergency,

how it was managed and
how it was communicated to
them.”
There are specific instructions in the crisis communications plan about what priorities have importance over
others. This also includes
what are the current best
practices for monitoring the
negative lash of posts on social media and how the information flows from the crisis
communications response
team to the incident command center and then out to
the public.
While there have been
bomb threats and some minor crime, Wright State University’s campus has not
seen a high number of crises.
However, this crisis communications plan is in place for
the safety of students and
faculty alike in the event of
something more serious.

Campus crisis plan updated
Olivia Rutherford
News Writer
Rutherford.24@wright.edu

A

s with all universities,
Wright State has plans
set in place in the event of
a campus-wide emergency
which will give a speedy
broadcast of important messages to students and faculty
with life-saving information.
One strength of the current plan is the amount of
adaptability it has designed
into the system. “The plan
was designed to have an ‘allhazards approach’ and was
not built only for large-scale
crises,” director of communications Seth Bauguess said.
Bauguess has worked with
the communications team
since November 2010 and
updates the plan every February.
One possible weakness
with the plan is the size of
their reference binder, that

Want to work for us?
Apply on Career Services
for the 2015-2016 school
year!

@wsuguardian

www.theguardianonline.com
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WSU students place in state level
judo competition
Adam Ramsey
Features Editor
Ramsey.55@wright.edu

I

n a Judo competition of approximately 250 competitors, Wright State University
students Shaun Gunter, Andy
Carper, Nicole Henson all placed
in their respective divisions on
March 7 at the Ohio State Judo
Championships.
Henson earned silver in her
class. Gunter and Carper took
bronze in the same class. However, Gunter and Carper both
competed in the brown and
black belt division, despite
their lack of earning the belts
themselves, with Gunter being
one belt rank below brown.
“At the time I was a green
belt. I had been winning consistently in the novice division,”
said Gunter. “I really wanted to
see how good I was. I wanted
to see if I could compete with
more experienced people.”
Along with Gunter, Carper
also was in the novice division
during the competition while
two ranks under brown with an
orange belt, but also competed
in the advanced division.
Mark Curry, Sensei for the
WSU judo program said that
there can be a large disparity
in the experience between Advance division and the mem-

bers that competed in it for the
first time.
“If someone were highly motivated and very dedicated, they
could get to a black belt in about
5-6 years,” Curry said. “Brown
belt you can achieve in about
4-5 years, but it takes sheer
dedication to get to that point.”
According to Curry, the WSU
students that competed had no
more than three years of experience.
“When you’re coming in with
only three years of experience
and you can get through the

“It just goes to show
you how great our
program is,” Henson
said. “It goes to show
how great our leader
is, Mark Curry.”

learning curve, it doesn’t happen with everybody,” Curry said.
“These students are certainly
the exception, not the rule.”
Curry emphasized the exceptionality of his students when
he said that Gunter won all of
his matches by “superior” or, according to Curry, “ippon,” which
is the highest score achievable.
Henson said that she was impressed with their achievement

and attributes this to the quality of the Judo program as well
as the amount of experienced
teachers that are present.
“It just goes to show you how
great our program is,” Henson
said. “It goes to show how great
our leader is, Mark Curry. He’s
just a great guy, he really knows
his stuff. Also, our Dojo is one of
the few that has as many higher
level ranks teaching us. We have
four black belts normally there.”
Gunter expressed the importance of keeping a cool disposition when preparing to start a
match.
“The main thing is not getting
overwhelmed by the size of the
competition,” said Gunter. “We
train with the same people all
the time, so you get used to their
moves and how they react and
you become comfortable with
that, so sometimes when you
train with another person, it’s
difficult to find the right timing
and grip.”
Henson’s emphasized the
need for quality, not quantity
when preparing for competition.
“It’s better to have a few good
throws that you’re awesome at
as opposed to a lot of throws
that you are kind of comfortable
with,” Henson said. “I just had
to focus on 3 good throws that
I knew really well to go out and
use.”
The next stop for these competitors will be the Indiana

“It’s better to have a
few good throws that
you’re awesome at
as opposed to a lot of
throws that you are
kind of comfortable
with,”

State Championships on April
18. State-level competitions are
free for spectators. After the Indiana Championships, they will
be heading to the American- Canadian Cup Challenge, a highlevel, international championship that is, according to Curry
a precursor to many Olympic
level athletes.

Photo provided by Shaun Gunter
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WSU Student
Jasmine Spradley
named Ms.
Wheelchair Ohio
Andrea Schaaf
Contributing Writer
schaaf.14@wright.edu

Named one of the nation’s
top disability friendly universities, Wright State has
produced a student that won
a beauty pagent for women
with disabilities.
WSU has always been
known for its accessibility. In
addition to all of the services
offered by the university it
also recognizes those who
stand up for one another and
are constantly working to
make a difference within the
community.
Established in 1972, Miss
Wheelchair Ohio was a competition created to bring
together “the most enthusiastic women in wheelchairs
to promote awareness and
break barriers that many
of America’s disabled face,”
according to the non-profit
program. This program has
not only become a great, uplifting piece of the disabled
community but it also chose
WSU to host its annual competition.
Including an interview
and short speech portion
of the competition, the program announced, just a few
weeks ago, that their 2015
Miss Wheelchair Ohio would
be none other than Wright
State’s own Jasmine Spradley.
A senior psychology major
at WSU, Jasmine has been
involved on campus through
many opportunities and organizations during her years
here. Always trying to stay
involved at Wright State, Jasmine currently works as a
Resident Assistant in Hamilton Hall, last fall she held the
position of Residential Senator for Student Government,
has been a member of Abilities United, and she is a constant advocate for those with
disabilities.

facebook.com/theguardianonline

When asked about what
she does for advocacy Jasmine said, “I advocate by being myself. There are a lot of
people who have questions
about people with disabilities that are afraid to ask,
and so I hear those questions
and I answer those questions
and spend time with my able
bodied friends.”
Becoming Miss Wheelchair
Ohio has given Jasmine an
opportunity already to work
with a group of third graders,
speaking to them about the
importance of being kind to
one another. Reflecting back
on that experience, Jasmine
not only got to talk with the
kids, but also was able to
do activities with the kids
in which they learned what
it was like to have different
disabilities. Discussing that
event she said that she loved
working with them, “They’re
open minded and willing to
learn.”
Jasmine will continue to
work with others through
the program over the course
of the next year. She will also
compete in the national competition against about 30
other women in Des Moines,
Iowa in July; Jasmine is raising money for that trip with
her mother through GoFundMe.com.
In looking towards her future, Jasmine plans to attend
graduate school for clinical
and mental health counseling, beginning in the 2016
spring semester at either
Wright State University or
the University of Akron, as
well as continuing to work
as Miss Wheelchair Ohio advocating for those with disabilities.

WRIGHT LIFE
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Preview: ArtsGala
Adrienne Lohr
Features Writer
Lohr.8@wright.edu

W

right State University’s College of Liberal Arts is gearing up for
the 15th annual ArtsGala. A
night of art, theatre and music, the event is set to take
place Saturday, March 28
in Wright State University’s
Creative Arts Center.
“This event doesn’t just
come down to the work of
one department. It’s three
departments and hundreds
of people working together
to raise money for arts scholarships,” Nancy Patton, Administrative Specialist for
the Department of Art and
Art History, said.
Last
year,
ArtsGala
smashed records both for
attendance and for revenue,
raising more than $180 thousand. In the past 15 years,
the event has raised over
$1.75 million for scholarships.
“This event is one of the
biggest scholarship funds
that we have, and a lot of
our students are helped by
us putting on this party,” Dr.
Randall Paul, Chair and Associate Professor for the School
of Music, said. “It’s very
meaningful to many of our
students. For some of them,
the money we raise from
ArtsGala is the only reason
they can afford to come to
school. It’s a great thing and
we’re proud of what we do.”
This year’s ArtsGala pro-

gram is extensive. Attendees will enjoy an abundance
of food, wine and bourbon
tastings, a silent auction, an
exclusive sneak peak at the
new renovations to Wright
State’s Creative Arts Center
and much more.
Most importantly, the
event will feature student
work and entertainment
from Wright State’s School
of Music, Department of Art
and Art History and Department of Theatre, Dance and
Motion Pictures. “This gives
the community a little taste
of what we can do in an
entertainment-type venue.
It allows them to meet the
students in a more intimate
setting,” Dr. Paul said. “It’s
meaningful to students because it shows that people
actually care about what
they do.”
Dr. Paul claims that the collaboration of the arts during
ArtsGala is a huge factor in
setting Wright State University apart from other institutions.
“In a lot of universities,
theatre, art and music don’t
collarborate, but we’re special because here, we do,” he
said. “The times are heading to a place where we’ll
all have to collaborate, and
our university is definitely a
leader in doing that.”
For more information on
ArtsGala, visit: wright.edu/
artsgala.

Is it a bird?
Is it a plane?

ASK

Who knows?

Mandy
ask.fm/mandyadvice

facebook.com/theguardianonline
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Dayton’s Not Dead: The Neon
Adam Ramsey
Features Editor
Ramsey.55@wright.edu

F

or those that want to
see niche movies that
are difficult to find in theaters in the area, Daytonians
choose The Neon, a movie
theater that shows independent and foreign films that
focus on narrative rather
than big budget titles.
Tickets are $7 before 6pm
and $9 after. On Tuesdays,
tickets cost 5 dollars. Students interested in learning
more about the films and
events The Neon hosts can
visit their website.
“Indie just refers to a type
of film that isn’t backed by
the major Hollywood studio
system,” Jonathan McNeal,
manager of The Neon, said.
“It’s going to be a film produced by either a sole artist
or smaller companies with
benefactors that aren’t one of
the multimillion dollar corporations. That said, there
can be higher end monetarily
Indies out there too. Some
of those bigger companies
have smaller arms that will
be willing to put money into
Indie films.”
McNeal was asked to manage The Neon in 2001, due to
his knowledge and passion
for film, as well as his sixyear stint in the retail business. A business which he
claims that he “excelled at,
but hated.”
With his new position at
The Neon, McNeal also excelled at managing the theater, bringing the business
out of the red after a few
years.
@wsuguardian

“It took a few years to get
us into a mode where we
were almost breaking even,”
McNeal said. “We definitely
needed some help here and
there. About six years ago,
we had our best year ever.
We thought we had plateaued and that we couldn’t
do better. The next year we
did better, and then the next
year we did better than that.
2014 was our best year ever.”
McNeal says that this is
partially because they find
new audience members every week.
“People that are new to the
Neon tend to be converted
pretty quickly,” McNeal said.
“We have a really high return
rate. People like the experience here. They like that it’s
a more mature environment
and that they’re going to see
something that’s a little more
stimulating and a little more
artful.”
McNeal calls these audience members “the NPR demographic,” or people that
are looking for films that
have strong narratives and
a maturity that many blockbusters do not have.
“That tends to be a 30 plus
demographic,” McNeal said.
“There are certainly there
are fans in their 20s and in
their 70s, but it tends to be
that 30-55. That’s who’s out
there and paying close attention to what’s happening in
the film world.”
Also, The Neon works to
build rapport to collaborate
with different groups of people in Dayton, which inspires
the community to support
them in return.
www.theguardianonline.com

“One of my major interests
in the theater is that it would
be a place where the community would be invested
as well,” McNeal said. “All
these organizations we work
with at the Neon really help
to build the audience on traditional engagements, but
also they help us engage the
community in a way that allows people to know that
The Neon is a safe space for
different types of people, like
the LGBT community, the
Jewish community and any
number of immigrant communities.”
The Neon also works with
organizations like the Heart
Association and Dayton Metroparks to collaborate film
events dedicated to their interests.
Though The Neon has cultivated a growing audience
and community support, McNeal describes many Dayton
citizens as “apathetic,” and
encourages the public to get
out and see what Dayton offers.
“We get a lot of people who
are nay-sayers and don’t
participate in what there is
to offer and say that there’s
nothing to do,” McNeal said.
“I find my schedule so jam
packed, I can’t do everything
that I want to do. Whether
it’s the ballet, the opera, the
Broadway series, art exhibits,
live music, whatever, there’s
too much on the books. So
the folks who are naysayers
and say that Dayton is dead
haven’t taken advantage of
what there is to do.”
March 25, 2015
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Ashley: I wish i had known
it was more of a commuter
campus

Paul: how close everyone is. I was
surprised when i came here and found It’s
not too big for people. You can actually
get to know people, and you feel like you’re
in a family here.

Brittany: How many clubs
there were. I had no clue
half of these places were on
campus.

what do you wish you knew
before you came to wright state?

Jacob: Follow your
syllabus, read your books.

8
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Cassandra: This place is culturally
diverse. People don’t realize it, but it’s
really diverse. I also like the activities
here.

@wsuguardian

Graham: I wish I knew that people really
don’t care about stuff here. That’s my big
thing.

facebook.com/theguardianonline

SPORTS 9
Men’s basketball:
LeCrone address
HL changes
Justin Boggs
Sports Editor
Boggs.59@wright.edu

H

orizon League Commissioner Jon LeCrone, a
Vandalia native, said the league
is looking to expand, but any
potential program that joins the
Horizon League has to be the
right fit.
The conference has had its
current nine-member slate
since 2013 when Loyola left the
league and Oakland joined the
Horizon League. The league has
been looking to get to an even
number of programs, either 10
or 12,
“For us, it has to be about a
financial fit, a competitive fit,
about a sport fit, a geographic
fit, about a travel fit,” LeCrone
said. “We are in an active phase
where maybe 12 months ago,
we were in a study phase.”
Two potential candidates for
Horizon League expansions
are Murray State and Belmont.
Murray State barely missed getting an at-large bid to the NCAA
Tournament after a 27-5 regular season.
Belmont joined the Horizon
League in 2014 as an associate
member in men’s soccer. As part
of the four-year agreement with
the Horizon League, Belmont
has to play a home and home
with a Horizon League team
each year in men’s basketball.
“We’ve got some good home
and homes coming up with Belmont, so I think they are very
good games for us,” LeCrone
said.
While the goal for the Horizon League is to have to have
an even number of competitors
in men’s and women’s basketball, not every program fields a
full slate of sports. For instance,
Green Bay, Cleveland State and
Detroit do not field baseball.
Wright State coach Billy Donlon said that he would like to
see a 10th member added to the
league to help with scheduling.
Teams often have to battle playing games on short rest.
Donlon is supportive of Belmont joining the league from a
competitive standpoint, but is
concerned about the affects of

“It was fantastic, it
was creative,” LeCrone on conference
tournament.
travel as Belmont is an outlier
geographically.
“Do we need another team?
Absolutely,” Donlon said.
LeCrone also said that the
league considered changing its
conference tournament format.
When Wright State advanced
to the finals in 2014 at the No.
3 seed, the tournament had to
switch venues for the first time
in league history as the No. 1
seed lost in the semifinals.
Changing the venue was a
logistical challenge for the Horizon League and Wright State.
Attendance is also a concern
with the current format. The
announced crowd for Wright
State’s first round loss at UIC
was 1,611.
The NCAA, according to
LeCrone, rejected a plan for
a double-elimination tournament, which was going to be
announced by the league in October.
“It was fantastic, it was creative, it was the kind of thing we
like to do,” LeCrone said. “We
discussed it with our athletic directors and coaches about it and
they were energized by it. What
we found out was that it did not
meet one of the NCAA rules on
how games are counted.”
LeCrone said the league
would continue discussions on
changing the tournament’s format. One option that is also on
the table is for the league to go
to a neutral, predetermined site
for the tournament.
Donlon said he wants the No.
1 seed to host games up until
the championship game when
the highest remaining seed
should host the finals.
“I would prefer that the No.
1 seed get home court and that
the rest of us all play opening
round games at the No. 1 seed
site,” Donlon said. “The significance of home games makes the
regular season mean a lot.”
facebook.com/theguardianonline

Raider Spotlight: Sinclair transfer
Roman steps up
Alan Hieber
Contributing Sports Writer
Hieber.2@wright.edu

M

itch
Roman
joined
Wright State this season
after transferring from Sinclair,
and was tasked with replacing
former Raider shortstop Joe
Ford. Though he was a little tentative at first, Roman has proven
his worth defensively, according
to head coach Greg Lovelady.
“He’s really playing phenomenal defense and gives our
(pitchers) the confidence to be
able to throw strikes and know
that if they hit a ground ball he’s
going to be able to take care of
it,” Lovelady said.
Being from Indianapolis,
Wright State always stood out to
Roman, partly due to him playing high school tournaments at
WSU.
“(WSU was) the first school
that came after me at Sinclair. I
fell in love with all the players
and coaches here, and they just
took me under their arms. I’ve
respected this program since
I’ve known it,” Roman said.
Roman is the son of Dan Roman, who helped lead his Indiana State team to the College
World Series in 1986 at shortstop and was later drafted in
the 46th round by the New York
Yankees in the 1987 MLB Draft.
@wsuguardian

“He’s been the one that’s
pushed me the most,” Roman
said. “He was a shortstop just
like me, and he took me under
his arms. Ever since I can remember, I’ve had a baseball in
my hand. He’s been pushing me
to be the best and I want to be
the best.”

“He’s really playing
phenomenal defense,”
Lovelady said about
Roman.

In addition to solid play on
the field, Roman made a quick
impression in the box over the
first month of the season with
an over .300 batting average.
Roman was initially hitting
ninth in the lineup, but has since
climbed up to the top of the batting order. Lovelady attributes
some of Roman’s offensive ability to his speed.
“He’s hitting choppers and
putting pressure on the defense
because he gets out of the box
so well. He might hit a ground
ball to short, but it puts pressure on the shortstop to hurry,”
Lovelady said.
Roman proved he belonged
as the starting shortstop in the
www.theguardianonline.com

first month of the season when
WSU faced nationally ranked
Ole Miss and Miami.
“He locked down that position,” Lovelady said. “Those
teams put a lot of pressure on
you, and you’ve got to be able to
make plays. He did a great job
offensively and defensively.”
Roman believes his team sent
a message when it won the
third game in its series against
Miami in comeback fashion after suffering two previous walkoff losses.
“In that third game on that
Sunday in Miami, we came back
and showed them what this
program really is,” Roman said.
“There was definitely a chip on
our shoulder to go out there to
prove we are Wright State and
they’re nothing to us.”
Roman’s all-around game is
further backed up by his .956
fielding percentage and team
leading .337 batting average.
Roman still has more to prove
though, according to Lovelady.
“He’s still learning how to hit
at this level and how to hit consistently. He’s going to continue
to grow offensively and have
a good chance to be a professional player one day,” Lovelady
said.
March 25, 2015
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Baseball: Raiders sweep
UW-Milwaukee
Lee Barker III
Sports Writer
Barker.94@wright.edu

said Lovelady. “We were expecting games like this. A little too close for my comfort,
right State (15-6) has but we played really good
been
defense and
on a roll winbattled. It’s
“We played rening
nine
always
a
straight games ally good defense and good learngoing into last
battled,” Lovelady ing experinight’s game
said about team’s 6-0 ence. You
versus Miami,
can
draw
HL record.
and
holding
confidence
a perfect 6-0
from that
in
Horizon
later on in
League play. WSU has four the year when you need to.”
walk-off wins so far this seaMatt Murrow was the Panson, and have played in nine thers’ worst nightmare. In
one-run games.
the ninth inning on Saturday,
“This is where you can he pinch hit for John Brodner
draw confidence from,” coach and blasted a walk-off RBI
Greg Lovelady said, “being double to centerfield leadable to go through these and ing WSU to a 3-2 victory. In
knowing what it feels like. a 13-inning thriller on SunWith situations like that, day afternoon, he hit another
we’re able to practice being walk-off double driving in
in those situations.”
two runs to keep the RaidThe Raiders hosted Wis- ers a perfect 9-0 at Nischwitz
consin-Milwaukee for a three Stadium this season.
game series last weekend
“You’ve always got to proand swept the Panthers with tect the house,” said Lovelatwo walk-off victories, with dy. “It’s always good to play
each game being decided by in front of your family and
one run.
friends and play well. That’s
“It’s always good to win,” what you’re supposed to do.”

Pitcher Jesse Scholtens
took the mound Friday in
game one and recorded the
conference’s only complete
game shutout so far this season, winning 1-0. He struck
out six batters adding to a total of 31 this season; second
in the conference. Scholtens
is undefeated on the year and
tied for first in the conference with four wins.
The Raiders are perfect in
the Horizon League so far
this season and hold a threegame lead over UW-Milwaukee for first place. WSU
ranks second in the conference with an ERA of 3.00 and
holds its opponents to a batting average of .249, best in
the league.
Ryan Fucci and Gabe Snyder are tied for third in the
conference with 17 RBIs.
Fucci is averaging .320 this
season and is tied for the
conference lead with six
homeruns. Junior shortstop
Mitch Roman leads the team
with 29 hits and a .337 average

games.
“I couldn’t be more proud of a
team than this,” said Bradbury.
“It was the second-best (season) in program history.”
Senior point guard Tay’ler
Mingo stepped up with one of
the best performances in Wright
State history and won Horizon
League Player of the Year.
“We’ve been fighting the odds
all year,” said Mingo. “We had a
really good year, one of the best
years at Wright State.”
Mingo led the conference
in points (22.8), assists (5.8)
and steals (3.2) per game and
finished sixth in the NCAA in
scoring. She set single-season
school records for free throws
(240), assists (196) and senior
scoring (774). Despite only
playing two seasons at WSU, she
set a school record for career
free throws made with 418.
“Coming into a program with

girls who have always wanted
to win and they were just missing a piece,” said Mingo. “Aka a
point guard, and hey, I’m a point
guard.”
Forward Tayler Stanton averaged 10.6 rebounds during her
senior season, which ranked
second in the conference. She
set a single-season record for
rebounds (362) and finished
third in school history for career rebounds average (9).
Senior guard Courtney Boyd
averaged 10.1 points per game
and sank 74 3 pointers during
her senior season. She was with
WSU for five years after missing the 2013-14 season, playing
in 130 career games and made
239 career 3-pointers.
“I think we had a great season,” Boyd said. “We overcame
adversity and I couldn’t be more
proud to be a Wright State Raider, to play next to these girls and

W

Women’s basketball: Looking back on WSU’s season
Lee Barker III
Sports Writer
Barker.94@wright.edu

T

OLEDO, Ohio - Before the
season started, Wright
State was picked to finish second in the Horizon League
preseason poll. WSU had the
best season in program history
by winning its first ever Horizon League Championship and
reaching the NCAA Tournament
in 2013-14.
The Raiders entered the
2014-15 season with six seniors
including the Horizon League
Tournament MVP Kim Demmings, who ranked 11th in the
nation in scoring average. Little
did they know Demmings would
suffer a season-ending injuring
in the season opener against
Austin Peay. The Raiders were
counted out by some, but fought
together and rallied under head
coach Mike Bradbury to win 25
10
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these coaches.”
Forward Breanna Stucke averaged 10.6 points and 7.1 rebounds per game during her
senior season. She became the
all-time games played leader at
WSU with 133.

“I couldn’t be more
proud of a team than
this.”

The Raiders led the conference in scoring with 78.8 points
per game, which ranked ninth
in the NCAA. WSU competed for
the Horizon League Championship but fell short to Green Bay
86-77 in an overtime battle. It
would make a WNIT appearance against Toledo, but lost 7264 to end its season last Friday.
“Unselfish, happy and have
fun with it, that’s the culture
here right now,” said Mingo.
facebook.com/theguardianonline

“That’s what we created. I’m
willing to dive on the floor. I’m
willing to get bloody and so are
they for me.”
The Raiders are losing five
seniors but have eight returning players including Demmings
who was redshirted this season.
Also returning will be six-footfive center Richelle van der Keijl
who set a single season record
for field goal percentage (.607).
Former Ohio State guard Raven Ferguson is signed to play
her senior season at WSU. She
averaged 10.8 points per game
at OSU and made Honorable
Mention All-Big Ten.
With the season being over,
Mingo felt strongly about the senior class’ success. “We changed
the culture here at Wright State,”
she said. “It’s something to talk
about when you beat Wright
State now.”
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Logan Brill Live at Canal Public House Dayton’s Urban Nights
ending, smaller events
to take place
D
Adrienne Lohr
Features Writer
Lohr.8@wright.edu

ayton, prepare for
a taste of Nashville!
Country recording artist Logan Brill is set to take the
stage of the Canal Public
House in Dayton on April 12
at 7 p.m.
Since the initial release
of her first album “Walking
Wires” in 2013, Brill’s music career has skyrocketed.
Industry professionals have
stamped Brill with their approval; “Walking Wires” was
named one of That Nashville Sound’s “Top 10 Country Albums of 2013.” Brill
has been touring around the
country nonstop, working
with artists like Josh Turner,
Alison Krauss, The Band Perry and Gary Allen. “Having
the opportunity to work with
these people has been an incredible experience. They all

have their own little nuggets
of wisdom to offer,” Brill said.
Brill has never played in
Dayton through the course
of her tour, but she’s excited
to be performing in the area
for the first time. “I’ve heard
great things about the area
and the Canal Public House.
It’s going to be a great show,”
Brill said.
Brill’s show will feature
music from “Walking Wires”
as well as new music from
her upcoming album Shut
Eye, set to be released May
19.
“I’m so excited to preview
this new music,” Brill said.
“This new album is still definitely me, but it’s really different than “Walking Wires.“
The music’s more upbeat and
so much fun to play live. I’m
really excited to see how peo-

ple react to it!”
Open to fans of all ages,
tickets can be purchased in
advance for $8 or at the door
on performance day for $10.
Doors to the venue will be
open at 3 p.m.
For more information
about Logan Brill’s music
and tour, visit loganbrill.com.

Patrick Schmalstig
Contributing Writer
Schmalstig.5@wright.edu

T

he Downtown Dayton
Partnership has announced the discontinuation
of Urban Nights, a free event
aimed to help promote some
of the many local businesses
in Downtown Dayton, from
restaurants, shops, artwork
and music, entertainment
and clubbing.
Twice a year on a Friday
night, Urban Nights would
be held to encourage business owners to stay open later than closing time and for
residents to go downtown to
explore some of the hidden
life of Dayton.
One of the biggest factors
for the decision to end Ur-

ban Nights was the numerous complaints by the businesses saying there were
too many people who came
downtown for Urban Nights,
putting a strain on the ability
to provide quality customer
service.
There are plans to kick
off several smaller events in
place of Urban Nights, the
goal being to spread out the
event’s mission into a more
managed schedule instead of
expecting over 30,000 people to cram downtown on
two nights per year.
Each of these several
smaller events will have a
different focus, from outdoor
recreation to performing and
visual arts and more.

y
e
v
r
u
S
e
t
a
m
li
C
s
u
p
m
a
C
e
h
t
e
k
Ta
e
c
n
le
io
v
d
e
s
on gender-ba
.
t
n
e
m
s
s
a
r
a
h
d
an
n t.
S ta te em ail ac cou
t
gh
ri
W
r
u
yo
ck
1. C he
.
u from eduOutcomes
yo
to
nt
se
ey
rv
su
e
th
2. Take

✓
❏
✓
❏

g
committed to providin
is
ity
rs
ve
ni
U
e
at
St
Wright
.
nment for all students
ro
vi
en
l
tfu
ec
sp
re
d
a safe an
e
many initiatives we ar
This survey is one of
ce,
prevent sexual violen
lp
he
to
g
tin
en
em
pl
im
ed by such acts, and
ct
fe
af
ts
en
ud
st
t
or
supp
accountable.
hold student violators
in at
Contact Dr. Gary Dickste
.edu
Gary.Dickstein@wright
for more information.

facebook.com/theguardianonline

@wsuguardian

www.theguardianonline.com

March 25, 2015

11

A
lphabet Soup
S is for Storm Chasing: Staying safe from danger
ABC

Olivia Rutherford
News Writer
Rutherford.24@wright.edu

W

hen it comes to chasing tornadoes and
other severe storms, there
are many different ways you
can look at it: You can look
at it scientifically or you can
look at it just as people being
crazy.
For the crazies: “They end
up going out and
they use radar
data
and
forecast
information and
w h a t
they are
doing is saying, ‘Can we go
out and chase
this storm to see
what happens?
Is it building to
enough of a supercell
where
we can see a tornado?’” MBA student Scott Baker
said.
“The
more
the up-and-run storm chasers are just out there to see
if something happens and
typically, within the meteorology field, storm chasing
is definitely not something
that is put out there as ‘Go do
it because this is something

we want you to do!’” Baker
said. Although storm chasing
is highly frowned upon by
professionals in the meteorology community, everyone
thinks of doing it at some
point in their careers.
Baker will be working with
the National Weather Service
(NWS) over the summer in
Nebraska. Working with the
NWS is Baker’s dream job
and
this

summer
venture
may involve
some minor storm
chasing.
Some professionals
do it, but
as for the
up-and-go
people they
tend to be ones who just
want to do something crazy
for once and those are the
people who get in trouble,
whether it’s an injury or
even death.
On the scientific side, the
same thing can happen. “If
you accidentally goof on your

scientific numbers or data,
you can still up in trouble.”
There was a program a
couple of years ago that was
a big collaboration between
universities, the government
and with the private sector
and it was called The Vortex. This was created to get
more information on tornadoes just to see if there were
specific conditions to telling
when a tornado would occur, where it would occur
and how it dissipates.
Those in the program
were out in tornado alley,
which includes South Dakota,
Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma
and a bit of the north of Texas, for about a month for two
summers. Similar
to the widelyknown film
Twister,
their

job involved many meteorological instruments and gathering data through putting
specialized equipment in the
path of a formed tornado,
with the hopes of it picking
the device up.

As for amateur storm
chasing, Baker recommends
staying inside in your safe
shelter. “The [National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration] Weather Radio
equals a must have!” Baker
said. Having this item is a
big plus and spending $2030 can be a small price when
it comes to saving your life.
“It is a weather radio that
works all hours of the day,
so if you’re sleeping at 3
a.m. and a warning goes
out that you would have no
idea about with a tornado
coming towards your house,
it sounds an alarm and will
definitely wake you up.”

T is for Technology- Driverless Cars
Adam Ramsey
Features Editor
Ramsey.55@wright.edu

A

s technology increases, the average human
being needs to do less and
less for his or herself.
Voice-activated, computerized personal assistants
have found their way into
our phones, so we do not
have to strain our thumbs

when we’re google searching
for Thai food. Soon, we might
not have to drive ourselves to
said Thai restaurant. Google
showed its new car that is
designed to operate without
a driver, complete with a lack
of steering wheel or pedals.
Four states have
passed laws allowing driverless cars to be tested on
public roadways, including

California, Florida, Michigan
and Nevada, as well as Washington D.C. In the past three
years, Google has been testing versions of cars with its
driverless technology, until
unveiling its own vehicle in
May 2014.
Since Google had
begun testing, its cars have
driven driverless for 700,000
miles. Though there have

Tweets of the Week

only been two recorded accidents, neither of which were
the fault of the driverless
car, there are limitations to
the technology at this point.
Google’s cars cannot navigate
parking lots, detect potholes
or distinguish between trash
safe enough to drive over and
rocks.
Mercedes-Benz has released a luxury prototype

that has been designed to allow the front seats and back
seats to face each other, allowing the “driver” to interact with other passengers in
the car.
Google expects to have the
car’s issues taken care of five
years from now in 2020.

